
Digital Reading Picks by and about  
African Americans

New Approaches to Black 
Intellectual History
Ideas in Unexpected Places: 
Reimagining Black  
Intellectual History 
By Leslie M. Alexander, Brandon 
R. Byrd, Russell Rickford
Northwestern University 
Press. 2022
African American &  
Black History

The First African American 
Congresswoman
Shirley Chisholm: Champion of Black 
Feminist Power Politics
By Anastasia C. Curwood
The University of North Carolina 
Press. 2023
Biography, African American  
& Black Studies

Influential African  
American Women
Female, Gifted, and Black: 
Awesome Art and Literary 
Pioneers Who Changed 
the World
By Becca Anderson, M.J. Fievre
Mango. 2023
Young Adult, Nonfiction

Inspirational Men in  
Black History
Black Boy, Black Boy
By Ali Kamanda, Jorge Redmond
Sourcebooks Explore. 2022
Juvenile Fiction, Illustration

African American Entertainment 
and Fashion Magazine
Essence
Essence Communications Inc.
Frequency: Bimonthly
Entertainment, Lifestyle & Diversity

History of Rap Music
Breaks in the Air: The Birth of Rap 
Radio in New York City 
By John Klaess
Duke University Press Books. 2022
Music, African American &  
Black Studies

Exploration of the African 
American Western
Black Rodeo: A History of the 
African American Western
By Mia Mask
University of Illinois Press. 2023
Social Science, Performing Arts
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