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the reasonability of the probabilistic belief, given the way one has conditionalized on beliefs possibility over her judgment about the high likelihood of its not coming about.
one has about God’s character. While the Christian account of rational norms for objectual hope certainly includes a
subjective element, we should be careful not to understand the view as purely subjective or
O n I y n e e d t O e n t e r t h e p a S S p h ra S e 0 n C e 3.2 The Rationality of Objectual Hopes coherentist. Even Luther, who is accused for giving a thoroughgoing subjective theology in
. earlier work, ends up arguing that Christian objectual hopes are rational only because of truths
Starting in the medieval period, hopes identified as passions, or emotions, are considered that objectively ground them (Cooper 2012). Christian theologians take care to emphasize that
morally neutral (Miner 2009). This is because they are in the appetite, rather than the will— it is not simpl)

Ask your librarian, visit https://about.ebsco.com/contact for support B

Nonetheless, objectual hope—the emotional attitude—can be related to reason in more
or less fitting ways, making it more or less rational (Miner 2009, 219). One way hope may be
irrational indirectly is i the hope comes about due to an inaccurate estimation of the difficulty simply becai
of achieving the hoped-for object (ibid., 224). A person who hopes to become a professional 2009, 30).
soccer player, not adequately attending to the time, effort, and luck it will take to train and be
picked up by a league, may have irrational objectual hope.
A second way objectual hope might fail to be rational is when the subject overestimates
her own powers or underestimates her limitations. The person who hopes to earn eternal life
through good works suffers from an irrationality of this kind, and the habit of hoping in this hope for God
manner is traditionally called presumption—not wanting or seeking help where it is needed. promises to
She discounts her own limitations and thinks she can merit salvation. accomplishef
Finally, hope can inherit unreasonableness from an unreasonable judgment about what
would be good for oneself. Someone might be convinced that now is the right time to quit her
job and seek a more fulfilling career, when in fact, because of a recent downturn in the market,
this is imprudent. Her subsequent hope to find more meaningful work in the immediate future
is irrational. been saved ¥
The Christian tradition’s account of how objectual hopes, as emotions, can come under
rational criticism has analogues in contemporary secular accounts. Especially where theorists is based on 3
support the standard view of hope as consisting in a belief and desire, the rationality of hope or in which g i
has to do with its cognitive basis rather than its cognitive element. Michael Milona, for < « 3 Mo \/ 4
example, introduces the idea of a cognitive base of a hope-constituting desire—a belief in the 3.3 Why .
possibility of the outcome one hopes for and desires (Milona 2018). A person could have a A THE MORAL
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